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Leafy Spurge Stakeholders Group 
The Leafy Spurge Stakeholders Group (LSSG), a broad coalition of agricultural and conservation groups 
and all three levels of government, was formed in the fall of 1998 to examine the issues and impacts of 
leafy spurge. The long-term goals of the LSSG are: 

1. to design a process whereby an integrated and comprehensive approach to a province-style 
strategy can be effectively and efficiently implemented. It is hoped that the RDI / LSSG 
partnership will result in the establishment of a centre of excellence for leafy spurge issues and 
research in the Province of Manitoba; and  

2. to design a strategy or strategies to reduce levels of leafy spurge infestation in those areas of the 
province most severely affected.  

 
Rural Development Institute, Brandon University 
Brandon University established the Rural Development Institute in 1989 as an academic research centre 
and a leading source of information on issues affecting rural communities in Western Canada and 
elsewhere. 

RDI functions as a not-for-profit research and development organization designed to promote, facilitate, 
coordinate, initiate and conduct multi-disciplinary academic and applied research on rural issues. The 
Institute provides an interface between academic research efforts and the community by acting as a conduit 
of rural research information and by facilitating community involvement in rural development. RDI 
projects are characterized by cooperative and collaborative efforts of multi-stakeholders.  

The Institute has diverse research affiliations, and multiple community and government linkages related to 
its rural development mandate. RDI disseminates information to a variety of constituents and stakeholders 
and makes research information and results widely available to the public either in printed form or by 
means of public lectures, seminars, workshops and conferences. 

For more information, please visit www.brandonu.ca/rdi.  
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Introduction 
Leafy spurge (Euphorbia esula L.) is a threat to biodiversity in nature lands 
and agricultural lands, and costs Manitobans in excess of $20 million per 
year. To assist producers and organizations in understanding and developing 
bio-control plans for leafy spurge management a one-day forum. The forum 
addressed pertinent topics and provided participants resource materials. Four 
guest speakers provided insight to leafy spurge beetle control, establishing 
harvest/nurse sites, and shared lessons learned from Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan experiences. 

This document serves as a legacy for the Leafy Spurge Beetle Forum. The 
report contains copies of the presentations delivered, highlights the forum’s 
discussions, outlines actions to be taken, and identifies resources and 
materials.  

Approximately 30 individuals participated in the Leafy Spurge Beetle Forum, 
representing producers, provincial government departments, federal 
departments, and industry. A list of Forum participants is included in 
Appendix A. The forum was held May 12, 2009 in Brandon, Manitoba. The 
Leafy Spurge Beetle Forum is co-hosted by the Leafy Spurge Stakeholders 
Group, Invasive Species Council of Manitoba, and the Agri-Environment 
Services Branch of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. A brief overview of 
each organization is listed below. 

Invasive Species Council of Manitoba 
The Invasive Species Council of Manitoba is a non-profit organization 
providing a centralized and coordinated province-wide leadership body 
adopting a collaborative approach to the prevention, early detection, 
management and potential eradication of invasive species in Manitoba. The 
ISCM is comprised of representatives from government, industry and 
organizations. Since its formation in December 2006 the council continues to 
grow, currently encompassing nearly 200 stakeholders. 

For further information about the Invasive Species Council of Manitoba visit 
www.invasivespeciesmanitoba.com.  

Agri-Environment Services Branch, Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada 
The Agri-Environment Services Branch is an integration of three existing 
components – Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration, National Land and 
Water Information Service and Agri-Environmental Policy Bureau – to 
address Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada agri-environmental issues. The 
branch is committed to an integrated approach to sustainable agriculture in 
Canada which recognizes that environmentally responsible agriculture and 
competitive agriculture are part of an integrated system. The branch will 
bring ideas to the table and solutions to the sector, helping the sector make 
the best possible decisions for the environment. This includes finding new 
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opportunities and enabling innovation, favouring a voluntary stewardship 
approach, and improving the public image of the sector. 

For further information about the Agri-Environment Services Branch, 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada visit http://www4.agr.gc.ca/AAFC-
AAC/display-afficher.do?id=1187362338955&lang=eng.  

Leafy Spurge Stakeholders Group 
The Leafy Spurge Stakeholders Group is a broad coalition of agricultural and 
conservation groups and all three levels of government. The Leafy Spurge 
Stakeholders Group was formed in the fall of 1998 to examine the issues and 
impacts of leafy spurge. The long-term goals of the LSSG are: to design a 
process whereby an integrated and comprehensive approach to a province-
style strategy can be effectively and efficiently implemented; and to design a 
strategy or strategies to reduce levels of leafy spurge infestation in those 
areas of the province most severely affected.  

For further information about the Leafy Spurge Stakeholders Group visit 
www.brandonu.ca/rdi/leafyspurge.html.  
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Experiences and Lessons Learned in Bio-Control 
Initiatives 
To gain a greater appreciation for the use of bio-control agents in controlling 
leafy spurge infestation three speakers were invited to share their 
experiences and lessons learned. A copy of each presentation is listed below. 

Saskatchewan 
Presented by Nancy Gray and Harvey Anderson
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Manitoba 
Presented by Sherry Punak-Murphy
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Presented by Richard Warkentin
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Challenges and Future Needs of Leafy Spurge Bio-
Control 
The afternoon of the Leafy Spurge Beetle Forum provided the opportunity for 
a round-table discussion on the challenges and future needs of leafy spurge 
bio-control. The discussion has been summarized below under each of the 
headings.  

Challenges 
 Leafy spurge infestations continue to grow. 

 Permits required for import/export of Aphthona beetles can be 
cumbersome and the process is continually changing.  

 The reorganization of federal and provincial government departments 
and agencies has created uncertainty for financial and human resource 
support. 

 Single fiscal year funding does not permit beetle monitoring or follow 
up field work required to measure the success of beetle release sites. 

 Beetle monitoring is often neglected due to other organizational 
commitments.  

 Keeping the momentum within organizations for leafy spurge bio-
control can be difficult 

 Maintaining a robust Leafy Spurge Stakeholders Group without annual 
operating funding.  

Future Needs 
 Continue the efforts of the Leafy Spurge Stakeholders Group for 

education, awareness, and coordination.  

 Create additional opportunities for education and awareness 
presentation to organizations throughout Manitoba, such as 
municipalities. 

 Creation of bio-control nurseries in Manitoba to increase the 
availability of beetles to Manitobans and decrease the distance the 
beetles move. 

 Establish a provincial bio-control specialist that could provide 
information and training to interested producers, organizations, and 
departments. This position could serve as the central contact for 
producers, conservation groups, and government departments.  

 Increased training opportunities to create awareness of how beetles 
work, how to collect, how to distribute, and how to monitor.  

 Increased knowledge of Manitoba-based collection sites and beetle 
releases.  
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 Encourage leafy spurge bio-control research among universities and 
government departments.  

 Increased communication with all stakeholders regarding leafy spurge 
efforts and initiatives.  

 Revive the annual bio-control collection trip to North Dakota conducted 
by the provincial government.  

 Renew the leafy spurge economic impact study for Manitoba.  

 Encourage conservation districts to adapt invasive species 
management like Saskatchewan counterpart 

Moving to Action 
Based on discussions of the challenges and future requirements for robust 
leafy spurge bio-control initiatives in Manitoba, the following four themes 
emerged for moving to action.  

Continued Coordinated Approach of Leafy Spurge Bio-Control 
Initiatives 

 Maintain the momentum of the collective discussions. Hold regular 
opportunities for dialogue among producers, conservations 
organizations, industry and government departments involved and 
interested in leafy spurge bio-control. 

 Organize an annual organized bio-control collection trip to North 
Dakota.  

 Lobby for a provincial bio-control specialist to serve as a central 
contact and source of information. 

 Explore opportunities for a mentorship program for people wishing 
to start leafy spurge bio-control initiatives. 

Explore Bio-Control Nurseries for Manitoba and Rearing Tents 
 Explore the idea of creating leafy spurge bio-control nurseries in 

Manitoba to increase accessibility for Manitobans and to decrease 
the distance transported. 

 Examine the effectiveness of rearing tents to increase the survival 
of the Aphthona beetles. 

Maintain Education and Awareness 
 Explore opportunities for education and training sessions on topics 

such as site selection and beetle monitoring.  

 Host regular field tours to demonstration sites and successful leafy 
spurge bio-control site to promote best practices.  
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 Develop a generic presentation/slide deck and speaking notes on 
leafy spurge, its impact, and control methods that could be 
delivered to diverse audiences.  

 Develop and produce relevant educational materials on topics such 
as when and how to use each leafy spurge control methods. 

Encourage a Research Agenda on Leafy Spurge 
 Renew the economic impact study on Manitoba’s leafy spurge 

infestation.  

 Build a list of key leafy spurge research questions to be circulated 
among university and government researchers.  

 Encourage dialogue among the research community and 
producers, conservation organizations, industry, and government 
departments.  

Over the course of the next year, the Leafy Spurge Stakeholders Group will 
work with partners to move forward on suggestions discussed at the Leafy 
Spurge Beetle Forum.  

Resource Materials and Websites 
During the meeting, a number of resources, publications, and fact sheets 
were distributed to participants. Throughout discussion additional materials 
were mentioned and are listed below.  

Publications and Fact Sheets 
Best Management Practices for Industry: Top Invasive Plant Concerns for 
Rights-of-Way Manual. Available online – 
www.brandonu.ca/rdi/Publications/AgroEnviro/ 
LeafySpurgeBMPManual2007.pdf  

Implementing a Bio-Control Program for Leafy Spurge/ Multi-Species Grazing 
of Leafy Spurge Fact Sheet. Available online – 
www.brandonu.ca/rdi/LSSG/Documents/CNG-ImplementingBiocontrol-
factsheet2007.pdf  

Increasing the Productivity of Range and Pastures: An Integrated Pest 
Management Strategy for Leafy Spurge Fact Sheet. Available online – 
www.brandonu.ca/rdi/Publications/AgroEnviro/IncreasingTheProductivityOfRa
ngePastures.pdf  

Integrated Pest Management: Leafy Spurge Prevention and Control Manual 
Available online - 
www.brandonu.ca/rdi/Publications/AgroEnviro/IPM_Manual2007.pdf  

Leafy Spurge and Gravel Pits/Leafy Spurge Identification and Prevention Fact 
Sheet 
Available online – www.brandonu.ca/rdi/LSSG/Documents/FACTSHEET-
GravelPit-IDPrevention-2007Final.pdf  
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Leafy Spurge and Species Diversity Fact Sheet. Available online – 
www.brandonu.ca/rdi/LSSG/Documents/SAR-SpeciesDiversity-
factsheet2007.pdf  

Leafy Spurge: The Silent Invader Fact Sheet. Available online - 
www.brandonu.ca/rdi/LSSG/Documents/LeafySpurge-
TheSilentInvaderFactsheet.pdf  

Websites 
 Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

www.agr.gc.ca  

 Bioquip Products 
www.bioquip.com  

 Fred Provenza 
www.behave.net  

 Invasive Species Council of Manitoba 
www.invasivespeciesmanitoba.com  

 Leafy Spurge Stakeholders Group 
www.brandonu.ca/rdi/leafyspurge.html  

 Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives 
www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture  

 Manitoba Forage Council 
www.mbforagecouncil.mb.ca  

 Manitoba Cattle Producers Association 
www.mcpa.net  
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Appendix A: 
Forum Participant List 
Anderson, Harvey  
IAPS Coordinator West of 
Saskatchewan 
Ph: 306-221-5289 or 306-933-
7695 
Harvey.Anderson@gov.sk.ca 
 

Beddome, Gordon 
Ph: 204-763-4773 

Bell, Kelly 
Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada 
Ph: 204-841-0002 
kelly.bell@agr.gc.ca 
 

Bencharski, Brent  
Manitoba Hydro 
Ph: 204-360-6313 
bbencharski@hydro.mb.ca 
 

Campbell, Glen  
Manitoba Cattle Producers 
Association 
Ph: 204-772-4542 
mcpa.office@mts.net 
 

Digby, Wayne 
Leafy Spurge Stakeholders Group 
Ph: 204-727-1394 
wdigby@mts.net 
 

Dunlop, Bev 
Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada 
Ph: 204-578-3635 
dunlopbe@agr.gc.ca 
 

Elsinger, Mae 
Agri-Environmental Services Branch 
Ph: 204-578-3634 
elsingerm@agr.gc.ca 
 

Ferguson, Lynn 
Rural Development Institute,  
Brandon University 
Ph: 204-571-8521 
fergusonl@brandonu.ca 
 

Fortney, Gene 
Nature Conservancy of Canada 
Ph: 204-942-4845 
gene.fortney@natureconservancy.ca  

Gardiner, Bill 
Manitoba Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Initiatives 
Ph: 204-648-4637 
bill.gardiner@gov.mb.ca  
 

Gibson, Ryan  
Rural Development Institute,  
Brandon University 
Ph: 204-571-8552 
gibsonr@brandonu.ca 
 

Gray, Nancy  
IAPS Coordinator East of 
Saskatchewan 
Ph: 306-946-3135 
ngray@sasktel.net 
 

Heming, Cheryl 
Invasive Species Council of Manitoba 
Ph: 204-232-6021 
caheming@hotmail.com 
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Lucyk, Kyle 
City of Winnipeg 
Ph: 204-832-0167 
KLUCYK@Winnipeg.ca 
 

MacDonald, Dan 
Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada  
Ph: 204-578-3643 
dan.macdonald@agr.gc.ca 
 

Matthewson, James 
Manitoba Hydro 
Ph: 204-782-1929 
Jmatthewson@hydro.mb.ca 
 

McNabb, Carmen 
CFB Shilo 
Ph: 204-765-3000 ext. 3964 
Carmen.McNabb@forces.gc.ca 
 

Moss, Ron 
Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada 
Ph: 204-622-4210 
ron.moss@agr.gc.ca 
 

Mutch, Paul 
City of Winnipeg 
Ph: 204-986-7234 
pmutch@winnipeg.ca  

Mulhern-Davidson, Tara 
Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada 
Ph: 306-778-5006 
tara.davidson@agr.gc.ca 
 

Punak-Murphy, Sherry 
CFB Shilo 
Ph: 204-765-3000 ext. 3964 
Sherry.Punak-Murphy@forces.gc.ca 
 

Rempel, Karen  
Rural Development Institute,  
Brandon University 
Ph: 204-571-8518 
rempelk@brandonu.ca 
 

Ross, Barry 
Agri-Environmental Services Branch 
Ph: 204-578-3641 
Barry.ross@agr.gc.ca 
 

Thornton, Jane 
Manitoba Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Initiatives 
Ph: 204-729-1387 
Jane.thornton@gov.mb.ca 
 

Warkentin, Richard 
Stanley Soil Management Association 
Ph: 204-362-0352 
richardw@xplornet.com  
 

 
 
 



 

  

RDI ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Scott Grills, Chair 
Brandon University 

Brandon, MB 
 

Mona Cornock 
Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives 

Brandon, MB 
 

Larry Flynn 
Public Health Agency of Canada 

Winnipeg, MB 
 

Kim Beilby 
Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives 

Brandon, MB 
 

Reg Helwer 
Shur-Gro Farm Services 

Brandon, MB 
 

Elliot Hewitt 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

Calgary, AB 
 

Ben Maendel 
Baker Hutterite Colony 

MacGregor, MB 
 

Jonathon Maendel 
Baker Hutterite Colony 

MacGregor, MB 
 

Darell Pack 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

Winnipeg, MB 
 

W.J. (Bill) Pugh 
Meyers Norris Penny 

Brandon, MB 
 

Fran Racher 
Brandon University 

Brandon, MB 
 

Doug Ramsey 
Brandon University 

Brandon, MB 
 

Frank Thomas 
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce 

Brandon, MB 
 

Larry Wark 
MTS Communications Inc. 

Brandon, MB 
 

Dion Wiseman 
Brandon University 

Brandon, MB 
 

Robert Annis, Director 
RDI, Brandon University 

Brandon, MB 

The role of the RDI Advisory Committee is to 
provide general advice and direction to the 
Institute on matters of rural concern. On a semi-
annual basis the Committee meets to share 
information about issues of mutual interest in 
rural Manitoba and foster linkages with the 
constituencies they represent. 


